Kilcar Parish

Transcription of handwritten notes at the beginning of Leabhar Na Reilige,
(The Graveyard Book), pages 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18 & 21.

There were a number of old burial grounds in Kilcar Parish, the oldest of which is known
as ‘Reilig Cille Stuaic’ in the townland of Caiseal (Kilbeg). Tradition places its site as
porth of St. Patrick’s Well. There is no trace today of the Cill or burial mounds. It is from
this Cill, or ‘Little Church’ Kilbeg derives its name.

" The main parish burial ground used by the Catholic population for several centuries was
the ground surrounding Saint Cartha’s old church in Cill Chartha, now anglicized as
‘Churchtown’.

This church and burial ground was seized by the Planters after the Plantation of Ulster in
the year 1610 and was used by them until 1828 when they erected their present church
and cemetery by the riverside near Kilcar village.

The Catholics, however, continued to use the old burial ground at St Cartha’s up to the
opening of their new cemetery in Cnoc Cartha in 1860.

This cemetery is situated in the townland of Towney, west of Kilcar village. The oid
name of the place before it was converted into a cemetery was ‘Ard Raithnigh’, or ‘The
Fern Mound’. When the lands of Towney were being re-divided from the old rundale
system in 1856, the then Parish Priest of Kilcar, Rev. Hugh O’Donnell secured from the
landlord, H. Granville Murray Stewart the area comprising Ard Raithnigh for the purpose
of providing a burial ground for his parishoners. _

As shown on the original map drawn by Rev. Hugh O’Donnell, the rock portion of the
ground in the southwest comer was to be reserved as a site for the next parish church.
This site, however, was not availed of when the present church was being erected in
1900-1903.

The population of Kilcar in the first decades of 1800 was around five thousand, (see
House of Lords: Devonshire Commission; evidence of Rev. John Gallagher P.P., Kilcar
and Rev. Hill Benson, Rector, in reply to questionnaire).

In 1860 when the new cemetery was opened, the number of households was seven
hundred and the population about 3,500.

(Margin note: 710 plots were allocated in the cemefery).

.In 1845, the population was further reduced to 2000 and the number of households to
360.

Emigration of our young people after the famine years (1845-1848) became general.
Those of the emigrants who succeeded in the United States brought out in turn their
brothers and sisters, nephews and nieces. And out of our present depleted population the
drain flows on.



A

\ to ascertain.’

The cemetery at Cnoc Cartha was consecrated by the Most Rev. Patrick McGettigan,
Bishop of Raphoe on 1** July 1860. The entire work of making this cemetery was done by
the free labour of the parishoners under the direction of their good pastor, Father Hugh
O’Donnell. The soil was turned over to a depth of eight feet and all rock and stones taken
out were used in the erection of the sutrounding walls which were built by the handy men
of the parish. These walls did not bulge or require repair since 1860. Father O’Donpell

~ carefully supemsed the work, v;s1ttng the men daily until all was completed, This great

prxest died in 1868 and was among the first to be interred in the new cemetery, His grave
is marked by a beautiful monument in Bavin stone erected by his grateful parlshoners

In a record of Grave, Plots carefully compiled by the Rev. Hugh O’Donnell, he gave clear
guidance to find the plots assigned to each householder. Father O*Donnell’s method has -
been followed in this revised record.

The only change is in the name of the householder or head of a family who may now be a
son, grandson or great-grandson of the person whose name appeared in the orlgmal
records of 1860. _

It may be assumed that many of the householders whose names appear in the old record
were born about 1800 or before it. After such a long interval, it is difficult to trace the
family descendants of these people. An effort has been made to collect all the relevant
information from reliable sources- old people of the past decade, now dead, and those
still living in every area of the parish,

¢ In the cemetery there are a number of grave plots that were allotted to persons in 1860

who since have cither emigrated or whose families have died. These plots may be now
a531gned to newly married houscholders settling in the parish and who have no plots of
their own or any claim on the plot of a relative.
In all such cases the Parish Priest must be consulted and the appropnate entry made in
this record and. initialled by him. _
Throughout this revised record, the original names as reoorded in 1860 remain but
underneath each of these is the name of the present representative as far as it was possible

e

’I‘he eemetery is dmded mto nme sections as shown on Page 1. Each section is divided
into lines or rows of graves. These are numbered from east to west or from road to river,
In_each row or line there are a certain number of grave plots SIX FEE'I‘ WIDE BY

'SEVEN FEET LONG, sufficient for two graves. .
- NOTE: In no case where a grave is being opened should the opemng exceed 2 feet 6

inches, so that when closed and sodded, it does not occupy more than t three feet w1de,
otherwise the adjoining plot will be encroached upon and a plot dnsappear at the end of
the line.



PARISH OF KILCAR

Transcription of handwritten notes at the beginning of the original graveyard book.
(Originally written by Father Hugh O’Donmell, P.P., Kilcar, in 1860.)

& LIST o those who have places of burial in the new graveyard of Kilcar,
consecrated on the 26 day of July in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and 60. Marking out the sections, the line of section, the number of the place in the
section, and the number of place on the line of section; all referred to on the map of
the graveyard as herein explained.

Rules and remarks to be observed, in order to enable each one to know his own
particular place, which has been appropriated to him by lot, so as to leave no room for
mistakes or disputes hereafter.

The graveyard is situated in the townland of Towney, extending from the road leading
to Kilcar and the river, surrounded by a wall, and lying mainly east and west. When
we mention right or left, we mean the right or the left side of the road passing through
the graveyard, when one enters by the gate with his face towards the river.

From the entrance by the gate, a road 11 feet wide runs up mainly through the middle
of the graveyard, the ground on both sides of which is divided by pathways into plots
or sections, as follows.

On the left of the road entering by the gate, there are four sectionse.g. L IL HI & IV.

Section I is situated immediately within the gate and alongside the road which passes
up through the graveyard.

Section I corresponds with Section I, and lies between it and the wall next the sea.

Section IXI lies above Section I, between it and the chapei ground, along the road
which passes through the graveyard.

Section IV lies to the left of Section III, between Section II and the chapel ground.

On the right of the road passing through the graveyard, there are also four sections
lying opposite those on the left, and also another section extending towards the river
along the wall west to the town of Kilcar that is five in all e.g. sections V, VI, VII,
VIH & IX.

Section V is immediately within the gate on the right, stretching along the road
passing through the graveyard.

Section VI corresponds with Section V, and lies between it and the wall next Kilcar.
Section VII lies along the road between Section V and the Chapel Ground.

Section VIII lies above Section VI, next Kilcar.



Section IX lies between Section VIII and the Stranger’s Ground next the river along
the wall next Kilcar and on the right of the Chapel Ground.

We then see that there are nine plots or sections of appropriated ground, where sach
one can see his own portion; besides a large plot along the river for strangers and a
small plot in the extreme angle next the river for unbaptised children etc. There is also
a large space laid out for the erection of a church, as will be seen per map. A portion
of ground will be reserved for the interment of clergymen, between Section IV and the
church. All these sections are separated from each other by roads or pathways, as may
be seen on the premises or on the map. These sections are divided into plots-
appropriated to every family having burial ground allotted to them. Each plot consists
of a space of ground seven feet in length, that is, from east to west and six feet in
breadth, that is, from north to south, thus giving to each individual family room for -
two or three graves at pleasure. I have said that each individual family has a space of
seven feet by six feet whereas, there are a few exceptions, where the plot is
appropriated to two families e.g., in cases where the persons to whom those plots
belong were not entitled to the same space of ground as the others generally were;
either because they did not perform the whole quantity of work which was required of
them, or because, being poor, no work was exacted of them, and being, in some cases,
lone widows and therefore, did not require a large plot.

Such plots will be marked on the map by a red line drawn from east to west, and it
shall be seen hereafter, that each one of these wilt have marked out for him which side
of the red line he is to occupy, that is, whether the north or south side.

We have already scen that the appropriated ground ‘is divided into nine sections
marked on the map in Roman characters of red from I fo IX. Each section is divided
into plots by black lines drawn from east to west and traversed by black lines from
north to south. The rectangular spaces which these lines form, represent the plots
which the individual families have appropriated to them. These plots are marked in
each section on the map with numbers in the Arabic chavacters 1, 2, 3, & 4. We can
see from the map the order in which the different plots in each section are numbered.
First we see that the numhexmg'of each section commences at the end of the section
which is next the road passing from Towney to Kilcar. This is common to all the

sections. But the order of numbering in the four sections lying on the left of the road
passing through the graveyard, e.g. I, II, IIl, & TV is lineally from right to left
whereas, in the five sections on the right of the road, e.g. V, VI, VII, VIII & IX, the
numbering is lineally from left to right. e.g., in the first section we have a line of plots
" immediately within the gate parallel with, and contiguous to the public road leading
from Towney to Kilcar. Jn numbering these we have No.1 on the plot next the road
leading through the graveyard; No.2 on the plot contiguous to No.1, and so on until
we reach the extremity of this line of plots. And in numbering the second line of plots
we proceed in the same order beginning with the plot next the road which :passes
through the graveyard and so on from right to left till we reach the extremity of the
second line, and, for the third line also, we begin with the plot next to the road passing
through the graveyard and proceed to the left hand till 'we reach the extremity of the
line, and so of all the other lines of the same section. But it is to be kept in mind that
we use the consecutive numbers on the plots and on the lines till the whole section is
completed and all the plots numbered consecutively. For instance, suppose the first
line contains five places, then the first plot of the second line will be marked with
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